From: Anthony E. Ball [mailto:hampden@telusplanet.net] 
Sent: 23 April 2009 21:47
To: chairman@wigstonhistoricalsociety.co.uk
Subject: Leicestershire Regiment 1914-1918

Dear Sir:
 

I would very much like to contact a Robin Jenkins whom I believe is the Keeper of the 'Leicestershire Regiment 'Archives.  I have been referred to him by the author of  'The Tigers' - Matthew Richardson. 
My primary interest is  in the 11th. (Service) Battalion -Midland Pioneers in which my Father served from 1916-1918. If there are any photographs of the Battalion parading on the Leicestershire County Cricket Ground on Welford road  in 1916,  I would dearly love to purchase copies; in addition, should there be any War Diaries available for acquisition , I would  also value his input on acquiring these archives.
 

Your consideration of this would be very much appreciated.
 

 

Sincerely
 

Anthony  E.. Ball
Cochrane Ab
Canada
REPLY FROM GWHS

Hello Anthony

Robin Jenkins works at the Leicestershire Records Office in Wigston. Contact details follow.

www.leics.gov.uk/record_office.htm (there is an underscore between words record office which I cannot get it to show because of the underline!!

e-mail: recordoffice@leics.gov.uk
You would also probably benefit from contacting the Leicestershire Regiment Museum, which is within the Newarke Houses Museum (part of Leicester City Council Museums service).

museums@leicester.gov.uk, suggest any query is addressed to Phillip Warren.

Our Society had a speaker to talk to us about the Leicestershire Regiment in January.  His address is Flat 38, John Woolman House, 20 Rawson Street, Leicester. LE1 6UN.

 Here is a summary from the Society Bulletin:

JANUARY MEETING

In January we welcomed Derek Seaton who spoke on a subject close to his heart, The Leicestershire Regiment. He remembers often playing with his toy soldiers as a lad and is proud to be the third generation of his family to have served with the Tigers.

The history of the regiment goes back to September 1688 when the 17th Regiment of Foot was raised in London as part of the first standing army. Previously regiments had been raised by their colonels as and when needed, and then disbanded when their task was completed. One of the new regiment’s earliest campaigns was in Flanders in 1695, for which it earned the battle honour ‘Namur’ for its part in capturing a French Fort of that name. From 1701 it served with distinction during the Wars of the Spanish Succession, in Portugal and the Netherlands, and for 25 years from 1725 was peace keeping in Minorca. 

In the Seven Years War 1756-1763 the regiment was sent to Canada where they helped  defeat a French force nearly three times their strength at Cape Breton, and were awarded their 2nd battle honour. For service in the American War of Independence George III awarded them the unbroken laurel wreath.

In 1782 regiments were allocated districts with which to build links to assist with 

recruiting, and the 17th Foot was re-named the 17th (Leicestershire) Regiment of Foot. British trade and political interests led to them being sent to India from 1804-1823. For this King George IV approved the use of the Royal Tiger emblem with the word ‘Hindoostan’ superscribed.

There followed postings to Aden and Afghanistan before being summoned to Russia for the Crimean War 1854-1856. Here Corporal Philip Smith won the regiment’s first Victoria Cross for bringing in a wounded officer, under fire, in front of the Great Redan at Sebastopol. In 1858 a second Battalion was formed and sent to Canada, while the first returned to India and served in the 2nd Afghan War 1878-1880. In 1881 the army was re-organised on a county basis and the name altered to The Leicestershire Regiment. At this time the new headquarters was built at Glen Parva, and some South Wigston streets named after places where the regiment had served. 

With the outbreak of the Boer War 1899-1902 the 1st Battalion was reduced to starvation rations during the Siege of Ladysmith. Throughout WWI the regiment served with great distinction in most of the battles including the Somme, and Passchendaele for which it  won the Battle Honour YPRES 1917. The Regiment started the war with two Regular, two Territorial and a Militia Battalion and by the Armistice had expanded to 19 Battalions, had lost  7,271 men and won 3 VCs.

Between the great wars they served in Ireland, Cyprus, Egypt, India and Palestine. With the outbreak of WWII the Regiment served in Norway, Belgium, Holland, Dunkirk, North Africa, Italy, Crete, Algiers, Italy, Greece, Malaya, Ceylon and Singapore, where many were captured by the Japanese and forced to work on the Siam to Burma railway. In 1944 the Regiment was granted the Freedom of the City of Leicester and in 1946 in recognition of its distinguished service in every major theatre of war in WWII, King George VI granted that the word Royal be added to the regiment’s name. 

With the peace the 1st and 2nd Battalions amalgamated and together with many National Servicemen saw service in Hong Kong, Korea, Sudan, Bornio, Germany, and Cyprus. In 1964 cost cutting resulted in the  Regiment being merged with the newly formed Royal Anglian Regiment and the depot at Glen Parva was closed. In its 276 year existence ‘The Tigers’ had served under 15 Sovereigns, received 17 Battle Honours and won 4 VCs. In 1969 the Magazine Building was restored and opened as a Museum to the Royal Leicestershire Regiment. After a period in storage the collection now forms part of the impressive newly opened displays to the Regiment at Newarke Houses Museum. Every June about 1,000 members of the Royal Anglian ‘Old Boys’ gather for a parade and service at the Regimental Chapel, Leicester Cathedral.

After enjoying stirring military music, and some questions and discussion, our Vice Chairman, Tony Lawrance, thanked the speaker for a most informative talk.
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I have also found 3 pictures of the Barracks at Glen Parva where the Leicestershires were stationed.
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Hope this is all OK

Regards

Mike

________________________________________________________________

Mike Forryan

Chairman

The Greater Wigston Historical Society

m:-      07711 083227

url:-     www.wigstonhistoricalsociety.co.uk
________________________________________________________________

 

